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FARMS/LAND IN FARMS 
 

The total number of farms in Iowa in 2017 was 86,900, down 100 farms compared 

with a year ago, according to the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – 

Farms and Land in Farms 2017 Summary report.  The largest decrease in number of 

farms came in the $500,000-$999,999 range with a decrease of 300 farms from 10,000 in 2016 to 9,700 in 2017. 

  

Total land in farms in Iowa in 2017 was 30.5 million acres, 

unchanged since 2014, however, total land in farms in the 

$100,000-$249,999 range rose to 3.00 million acres, while total 

land in farms in the $1,000,000 and over range fell to 9.50 million 

acres. 

 

The average farm size in Iowa in 2017 was 351 acres, unchanged 

from last year.  The average farm size in the $500,000-$999,999 

range increased 28 acres from 890 in 2016 to 918 acres in 2017. 
 

Farms and Land in Farms, by Sales Class – Iowa:  2013-2017 
[Farms and ranches are classified in "sales classes" by summing sales of agricultural products and government program payments.] 
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MILK PRODUCTION 

 
Milk production in Iowa during January 2018 totaled 446 million pounds, up 4 percent from the previous January 

according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – Milk Production report. The average 

number of milk cows during January, at 220,000 head, was unchanged from last month but 5,000 more than last 

year.  Monthly production per cow averaged 2,025 pounds, up 25 pounds from last January. 

 

 

 

 

 

Milk Cows and Production – Selected States:  January 2017 and 2018 
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Arizona  ...................................  
California  ................................  
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Illinois ......................................  
Indiana  ....................................  
Iowa  .......................................  
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Michigan  .................................  
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 1,979 

425  
 3,413  

 337  
 226  

 1,197  
 164  
 359  
 430  
 292  
 931  
 830  
 679  

 1,261  
 469  
 209  
 927  
 220  
 995  
 175  
 233  
 148  
 539  

 2,534  
 

 16,993 

437  
 3,487  

 372  
 223  

 1,222  
 167  
 364  
 446  
 302  
 942  
 837  
 713  

 1,219  
 475  
 211  
 940  
 224  

 1,053  
 189  
 228  
 148  
 550  

 2,544  
 

 17,293 

2.8 
2.2 

10.4 
-1.3 
2.1 
1.8 
1.4 
3.7 
3.4 
1.2 
0.8 
5.0 

-3.3 
1.3 
1.0 
1.4 
1.8 
5.8 
8.0 

-2.1 
0.0 
2.0 
0.4 

 
1.8 

1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.   
2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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